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Grace Family, 

In worship and in our newsletter, I have been sharing information with you on the challenge facing our 
denomination. United Methodists around the world are searching the scriptures and arriving at different 
interpretations regarding same-sex marriage. In general, people on both sides care deeply about following God's 
Word and loving people. Today, some are wondering whether people, churches, and pastors with different beliefs 
and practices regarding same-sex marriage can remain in the same denomination. To put the question another way, 
is our devotion to Jesus and God's Word enough to unite us, or must we also interpret God's Word the same way on 
this topic if we are to stay together? 

In the next few editions of our church newsletter, I will share the key scripture passages that are frequently brought 
up in this discussion, and how various groups of people who are seeking God's truth in Scripture are coming to 
different interpretations. These interpretations came from thoughtful pastors, Biblical scholars, and followers of 
Jesus whom I have been listening to and whose work I have been studying over the past decade. When an 
interpretation involves historical background, I will cite a source to verify the truth of the historical background. I 
share these interpretations with you, not so that you can agree or disagree with them, but so that you can 
understand where other Christians are coming from when they read these verses. 

As you read, I invite you to move beyond deciding where you stand on the issue of same-sex marriage. This is not the 
question before us today. The question we are discerning in the United Methodist denomination is “Does my 
conscience allow me to continue in the same church and denomination with Christians who interpret these verses of 
the Bible differently than I do?” 

If you miss one of these articles or would like to watch the sermon in which I shared about this struggle, please visit 
https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion.  

Parents, please use your own discretion when deciding how much of these packets to share with your teenagers or 
children. Due to the nature of the topic and the Egyptian, Greek, and Roman culture, some of the scriptures and 
interpretations are somewhat graphic. 

As you prepare your heart to read these passages, I invite you to HALT. Examine your heart and see if you are 
Hurried, Angry, Lonely, or Tired. We are seldom able to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us through God’s Word 
when we are depleted. If you are rested and your heart is at peace, please pray the following prayer with me, and 
continue reading. 

          Pastor Chris 

God of all Truth, we ask that you reveal your Truth to us as we read your Word.  
Give us humility to hold our own ideas loosely, for your ways are higher than our ways.  

Give us wisdom to understand those who may disagree with us,  
for your Truth is greater than what I can grasp on my own.  

Give us a willingness to follow you wherever you lead,  
no matter how hard it is. 

Fill us with your Holy Spirit to give us a confidence that we are loved as your children. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion
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Leviticus 18:1-5, 22 & Leviticus 20:13 
Leviticus 18:1-5, 22: 1The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: I am 

the Lord your God. 3 You shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in 

the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not follow their statutes. 4 My ordinances you shall observe and 

my statutes you shall keep, following them: I am the Lord your God. 5 You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; by 

doing so one shall live: I am the Lord. … 22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination. 

Leviticus 20:13: 13 If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have committed an abomination; they shall 

be put to death; their blood is upon them. 

One Interpretation Another Interpretation Still Interpretation 

It is important that we read these verses in 
context. Otherwise, we can easily 
misunderstand.  
This set of commandments begins with the 
warning not to follow in the same sinful 
practices that were followed in Egypt and 
the land of Canaan. It then lists a variety of 
ways in which someone commits sexual 
abuse. It includes the sexual abuse of your 
father, mother, sister, granddaughter, step-
sister, aunt, daughter-in-law, animals, and 
more. In the midst of this list of potential 
abuses, is the commandment for a man not 
to lie down with a man as with a woman”. 
 

Some believe that in order to understand 
what God means in Leviticus when God 
commands “do not do as the Egyptians did… 
do not lie with a man as with a woman”, it is 
important that we look at this practice in 
Egypt. In Egypt, homosexual behavior was 
primarily an act of dominance in which one 
person used their power, strength, or 
authority to force themselves upon another 
person. This can be seen in the Egyptian tale 
of Horus & Seth and in the Coffin Texts, Spell 
635.1,2 
 

Homosexual behavior in Egypt was taboo 
when done for pleasure, but applauded 
when done to subjugate and shame an 
inferior. Today, we would call this ‘rape’ or 
‘abuse’. 
 

This abusive homosexual behavior that is 
condemned in Leviticus is very different 
than a consensual life-long marriage 
relationship between two equals. 

Leviticus is part of the 
Jewish lawbook. It 
contains all sorts of laws 
from “don’t eat 
shellfish” (Lev. 11:10) to 
“don’t touch pig skins” 
(like footballs) (Lev. 
11:8).  
 

Some modern scholars 
have tried to distinguish 
between the moral law, 
the cultural law, and 
religious law in Leviticus. 
The only problem is that 
Leviticus doesn’t make 
this distinction. It simply 
calls them all ‘God’s law’ 
and mixes them 
together. Wedged 
between the sexual 
prohibitions on chapters 
18 and 20 are 
commandments against 
famers planting two 
kinds of seed in the 
same field and people 
wearing clothing made 
out of two kinds of 
material (Lev. 19:19).  
 

We are no longer under 
the law of Leviticus, 
which is why we are 
able to play football and 
wear blended shirts 
today. Instead we are 
under the law of Christ. 

Some think these verses are straight 
forward.  After condemning the sinful 
practices found in Egypt and Canaan, God 
tells His people to follow His commands 
regarding sexuality.  He lists very specific 
behaviors and uses clear words.  He says 
participating in any of these practices 
would be sexually immoral (defiling 
oneself).  One of his commands is “You 
shall not lie with a man as with a woman.”  
He does not word this commandment to 
only refer to exploitive or abusive 
relationships. His command is made in 
general terms, not to “lie with a man as 
with a woman”. 
 

While many of the laws in Leviticus are no 
longer binding, because of the new 
covenant through Jesus, sexual immorality 
is consistently condemned in the New 
Testament.   Some prohibitions, like 
adultery, are even made stricter.  “But I tell 
you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart.”  Matthew 5:28 
 

In John 8, Jesus showed grace to the 
adulterous woman and removed the 
penalty of death found in Leviticus by not 
condemning her, BUT then he told her to 
“go, and sin no more.”  This is another 
indication that Jesus wants us to abstain 
from sexual immorality.   
 

We all need Jesus to forgive us for our sin 
and we need him to help us “go, and sin no 
more.”  We need to pray for and show 
grace to our brothers and sisters who 
struggle with sexual sin.  

                                                           
1 Parkinson, R.B. (1995) “’Homosexual’ Desire and the Middle Kingdom Literature.” Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 81. 57-76. 
2 Johnston, J.J. (2010) Beyond Isis and Osiris: Alternative Sexualities in Ancient Egypt. London: University College London. 
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Matthew 19:3-9 
3 Some Pharisees came to him [Jesus], and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 

cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and 

female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 

separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command us to give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce 

her?” 8 He said to them, “It was because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but 

from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries 

another commits adultery.”  

One Interpretation Another Interpretation 

Jesus was asked a specific question. He was asked about 
divorce. This is the subject he was addressing. Some 
believe it is dangerous to take Jesus’ answer about 
heterosexual divorce to answer a question about 
homosexual marriage.  
 
This is similar to when the church once argued 
vehemently that the sun moves around the earth. They 
came to this belief when they read in Joshua 10:12 that 
God told the sun to stand still so that the Israelites could 
win a particular battle. However, this passage in Joshua is 
not about the physics of our solar system. The Joshua 
passage is about God’s ability to miraculously provide. 
Likewise, this passage in Matthew 19 is not about 
homosexuality, it is about divorce. 
 

Before Jesus would answer the Pharisee’s question about 
divorce he taught them what God said about marriage. In 
this teaching, Jesus reaffirmed God’s plan for marriage in 
Genesis 2 between a man and wife; a male and female. 
He describes the intimacy that God had created saying, 
“they are no longer two, but one flesh” and warns that no 
one should separate what God has joined together.   
Marriage between a man and woman is the only kind of 
marriage that God and Jesus describe as ‘made by God’.  
 
The reason that Jesus doesn’t talk about homosexual 
relationships is likely because same-sex relationships 
were considered sin by all Jews of Jesus’ day and 
throughout Jewish history. Other issues like divorce and 
intermarriage were debated, but not same-sex sexual 
relations.   
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Matthew 22:26-40 
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, 

asked him a question to test him. 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to him, “‘You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and 

first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.” 

One Interpretation Another Interpretation 

The greatest commandment is to love God with all that we are.  How 
do we do that?  Jesus says in John 14:21 “Whoever has my 
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. “  And in verse 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching.  My 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them.” 
 
The second commandment is “You shall love your neighbor.”  If we 
truly love our neighbors as ourselves, we will want them to seek Jesus 
and His teachings so that they too can experience the fullness of 
having the Father and Son live within them.   
 
We will pray that the Holy Spirit will be their teacher (verse 26) 
helping them understand all that Jesus said, giving them the strength 
to obey, and forgiving them when they stumble.   
 
God commands people in Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 not to act on 
homosexual desires. This consequences for acting on those desires is 
described in Genesis 19, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, and 1 Timothy 1:8-11. 
 
It does not seem like love to tell someone that same-sex relationships 
are blessed by God if there’s any chance that it’s not true.  If we do, 
we may be deceiving them out of the life and relationship that God 
wants for them.  We need to love with grace and truth. 

Jesus, God in the flesh, gives us the essence 
of God’s law. All other laws are built upon 
this foundation. We are called to love God 
with all of our being and love others as 
ourselves. As a rule, if scripture appears to 
command us to avoid something that does 
not violate the love of God or the love of 
neighbor, then we are misunderstanding that 
commandment.  
 
If the essence of God’s law is to love God and 
love neighbor, how can a life-long, 
monogamous, consensual, committed 
married relationship between two people of 
the same sex be sinful?  
 
Their relationship is loving toward each other 
and does not harm others. People who grow 
up in church, love God, and are committed to 
following God with all their heart, soul, mind, 
and strength can develop homosexual 
attractions. It appears that they do love God 
and neighbor, so perhaps we are 
misunderstanding the commands in Scripture 
about homosexual behavior. 
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What do we need to do? 
Pray, study the Scriptures, and listen to one another as you study.  

United Methodists around the world are setting alarm clocks to pray for the future of our denomination each day from 

2:23-2:26 (AM or PM) as we approach the Special General Conference that will take place from 2.23.2019 through 

2.26.2019. If that time doesn’t work for you, I invite you to find another time to pray for the United Methodist Church as 

a whole and for Grace UMC in particular.  

Continue reading these articles in the church newsletter to understand how Christians who love people and value 

God’s Word can come to different interpretations as they read the scripture passages that relate to same-sex marriage. 

Sign-up for our church newsletter by sending an e-mail to karen@marcusgrace.com. you miss one of these articles or 

would like to watch the sermon in which Pastor Chris shared about this struggle, please visit 

https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion.  

I also invite you to join me in a 3 week discussion, starting in January. I am exploring options on Sunday afternoons, 

Tuesdays during the day, and Tuesday or Thursday evenings. Please share your input on the time that we choose by 

completing the survey at https://marcusgrace.breezechms.com/form/umcdiscussion or sending me an e-mail at 

pastorchris@marcusgrace.com.   

Final Thoughts 
Next week, we will study the next few passages of scripture that people turn to as they seek God’s will on this topic. 

Some will say that it is critical for each person to know where they stand.  

They will ask, “Where do you stand on this issue? Where do we stand as a church?” 

There may come a day that we need to make that decision as a church.  

Today however, the real question is not “where do you stand?”, but “with whom can you share the church?” 

Can you share this denomination with people who interpret these verses differently than you do? 

Can you share this congregation with people who interpret these verses differently than you do? 

How much difference of opinion will your conscience allow? 

As I reflect on these questions, I am drawn to Jesus’ prayer for His church before He went to the cross. 

Jesus’ Prayer for the Church (John 17:17-26) 
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they 

may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you 

have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them 

and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved 

them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I 

am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 

25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made your 

name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 

them. 
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