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Grace Family, 

In worship and in our newsletter, I have been sharing information with you on the challenge facing our 
denomination. United Methodists around the world are searching the scriptures and arriving at different 
interpretations regarding same-sex marriage. In general, people on both sides care deeply about following God's 
Word and loving people. Today, some are wondering whether people, churches, and pastors with different beliefs 
and practices regarding same-sex marriage can remain in the same denomination.  

In each week of our church newsletter, I have been sharing the key scripture passages that are frequently brought 
up in this discussion, and how various groups of people who are seeking God's truth in Scripture are coming to 
different interpretations. As you read this final article, I invite you to move beyond deciding where you stand on 
same-sex marriage. Instead ask the greater question, “Does my conscience allow me to worship and serve in a 
church and denomination with Christians who interpret these verses of the Bible differently than I do?” 

If you missed one of these articles or would like to watch the sermon in which I shared about this struggle, please 
visit https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion.  

I also invite you to join me in a 3 week discussion, starting in January. I am exploring options on Sunday afternoons, 

Tuesdays during the day, and Tuesday or Thursday evenings. Please share your input on the time that we choose by 

completing the survey at https://marcusgrace.breezechms.com/form/umcdiscussion or sending me an e-mail at 

pastorchris@marcusgrace.com.   

Parents, please use your own discretion when deciding how much of these packets to share with your teenagers or 
children. Due to the nature of the topic and the Egyptian, Greek, and Roman culture, some of the scriptures and 
interpretations are somewhat graphic. 

As you prepare your heart to read these passages, I invite you to HALT. Examine your heart and see if you are 
Hurried, Angry, Lonely, or Tired. We are seldom able to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us through God’s Word 
when we are depleted. If you are rested and your heart is at peace, please pray for God to lead you as you read. 

          Pastor Chris 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11 & 1 Timothy 1:8-11 
1 Cor: 9 Do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! Fornicators, idolaters, 

adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, 10 thieves, the greedy, drunkards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the 

kingdom of God. 11 And this is what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 

1Tim: 8Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it legitimately. 9This means understanding that the law is laid down 

not for the innocent but for the lawless and disobedient, for the godless and sinful, for the unholy and profane, for those 

who kill their father or mother, for murderers, 10 fornicators, sodomites, slave traders, liars, perjurers, and whatever else 

is contrary to the sound teaching 11 that conforms to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, which he entrusted to me. 

The key to this verse is how one understands the Greek word, arsenokoites. (translated here as sodomites in 1 Cor 6:9 
and 1 Tim. 1:10.) The first ancient record of this compound word is in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, followed by 
Paul’s letter to Timothy. Because Paul does not define the term and we have few ancient sources of its use, it is 
difficult to discern its meaning.  

One Interpretation Another Interpretation Still Another 
Interpretation 

Arsenokoites is a compound word, made up of the 
Greek noun for “man” (arseno) and the verb “to lie 
down” (koitai). Literally, it would mean man-lier, or a 
man who lies down with a man.  
 
Some believe Paul invented this word from his reading 
of the prohibitions against homosexual activities in 
Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13. The translation of Leviticus 
that Paul used condemned a man (arseno) lying (koitai) 
with another man (arseno) as one would with a 
woman. It appears that Paul is simply borrowing the 
language of Leviticus and inventing a new noun to 
include this sin in the list of vices he gives to the people 
of Corinth and to Timothy.  Presumably, Paul had used 
this word when speaking to them previous to sending 
this letter, so that they would know what this word 
meant. 
 

It is also significant that arsenokoites appears in 1 
Corinthians next to the word ‘malakos’, which means 
‘softie’ (translated ‘Male Prostitute’ in the NRSV). 
Malakos is also a mysterious word, not because it is 
rarely used but because it takes on so many different 
meanings. It was used in ancient times to refer to a 
man who shaves, and thus makes his face more 
feminine. It also could refer to someone with weak 
muscles or weak morals. Next to arsenokoites, it is 
likely Paul is condemning both the submissive partner, 
the malakos/softie, as well as the dominant 
arsenokoites, so that both partners are condemned, 
the one who lies with a man as with a woman and the 
man who lies as a woman. 
 

In essence, Paul is saying that the prohibitions against 
homosexual behavior in Leviticus still apply today.  

Putting together the parts of 
a compound word does not 
reveal its meaning. 
Understanding ‘butter’ and 
‘fly’ will not explain the 
meaning of butterfly.  
 

It is possible that Paul had 
the commandments in 
Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 in 
mind when he included it in 
these two lists of vices. Some 
believe the commandments 
in Leviticus were against 
specific homosexual abusive 
behaviors, similar to what 
Paul saw in his own culture.  
 

This seems even more likely 
when we explore the few 
ancient sources that include 
the word arsenokoites. In 
other ancient vice lists, 
arsenokoites is categorized, 
not with sexual sins but with 
sins of violence and abuse. In 
the earliest lengthy use of 
the word arsenokoites, 
Aristides’ “Apology” uses the 
word to describe Zeus raping 
a teenage boy. Certainly, 
arsenokoites is a behavior 
that a male does with 
another male, but it is very 
different than same-sex 
marriages today. 

It is significant that 
arsenokoites appears in 1 
Corinthians next to the 
word ‘malakos’, which 
means ‘softie’ (translated 
‘male prostitute’ in the 
NRSV). Paul was 
condemning the 
homosexual behavior that 
he witnessed. It was 
common for freed slaves to 
become male prostitutes as 
a source of income. It is 
reasonable to think that 
Paul is condemning the 
dominant paying customer 
(arsenokoites), as well as 
the male prostitute who 
takes the submissive role 
(malakos).  
Christians on both sides of 
this debate would 
condemn homosexual 
prostitution as sinful, just 
as we condemn 
heterosexual prostitution. 
However, this behavior has 
very little in common with 
the relationship between 
two adults who make a 
lifetime commitment to 
one another in marriage. 
Paul did not address the 
issue we are addressing 
today. 
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What do we need to do? 
Pray, study the Scriptures, and listen to one another as you study.  

United Methodists around the world are setting alarm clocks to pray for the future of our denomination each day from 

2:23-2:26 (AM or PM) as we approach the Special General Conference that will take place from 2.23.2019 through 

2.26.2019. If that time doesn’t work for you, I invite you to find another time to pray for the United Methodist Church as 

a whole and for Grace UMC in particular.  

Continue reading these articles in the church newsletter to understand how Christians who love people and value 

God’s Word can come to different interpretations as they read the scripture passages that relate to same-sex marriage. 

If you miss one of these articles or would like to watch the sermon in which Pastor Chris shared about this struggle, 

please visit https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion.  

I also invite you to join me in a 3 week discussion, starting in January. I am exploring options on Sunday afternoons, 

Tuesdays during the day, and Tuesday or Thursday evenings. Please share your input on the time that we choose by 

completing the survey at https://marcusgrace.breezechms.com/form/umcdiscussion or sending me an e-mail at 

pastorchris@marcusgrace.com.   

Final Thoughts 
Some will say that it is critical for each person to know where they stand.  

They will ask, “Where do you stand on this issue? Where do we stand as a church?” 

There may come a day that we need to make that decision as a church.  

Today however, the real question is not “where do you stand?”, but “with whom can you share the church?” 

Can you share this denomination with people who interpret these verses differently than you do? 

Can you share this congregation with people who interpret these verses differently than you do? 

How much difference of opinion will your conscience allow? 
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