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Grace Family, 

In worship and in our newsletter, I have been sharing information with you on the challenge facing our 
denomination. United Methodists around the world are searching the scriptures and arriving at different 
interpretations regarding same-sex marriage. In general, people on both sides care deeply about following God's 
Word and loving people. Today, some are wondering whether people, churches, and pastors with different beliefs 
and practices regarding same-sex marriage can remain in the same denomination.  

Each week in our church newsletter, I am sharing the key scripture passages that are frequently brought up in this 
discussion, and how various groups of people who are seeking God's truth in Scripture are coming to different 
interpretations. As you read, I invite you to move beyond deciding where you stand on same-sex marriage. Instead 
ask the greater question, “Does my conscience allow me to worship and serve in a church and denomination with 
Christians who interpret these verses of the Bible differently than I do?” 

If you miss one of these articles or would like to watch the sermon in which I shared about this struggle, please visit 
https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion.  

I also invite you to join me in a 3 week discussion, starting in January. I am exploring options on Sunday afternoons, 

Tuesdays during the day, and Tuesday or Thursday evenings. Please share your input on the time that we choose by 

completing the survey at https://marcusgrace.breezechms.com/form/umcdiscussion or sending me an e-mail at 

pastorchris@marcusgrace.com.   

Parents, please use your own discretion when deciding how much of these packets to share with your teenagers or 
children. Due to the nature of the topic and the Egyptian, Greek, and Roman culture, some of the scriptures and 
interpretations are somewhat graphic. 

As you prepare your heart to read these passages, I invite you to HALT. Examine your heart and see if you are 
Hurried, Angry, Lonely, or Tired. We are seldom able to hear what the Holy Spirit is saying to us through God’s Word 
when we are depleted. If you are rested and your heart is at peace, please pray for God to lead you as you read. 

          Pastor Chris 
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Romans 1:18-32 
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of those who by their 

wickedness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. 20 Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been 

understood and seen through the things he has made. So they are without excuse; 21 for though they knew God, they did 

not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were 

darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools; 23 and they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 

resembling a mortal human being or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the degrading of their bodies among 

themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than 

the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

26 For this reason God gave them up to degrading passions. Their women exchanged natural intercourse for 

unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men, giving up natural intercourse with women, were consumed with passion 

for one another. Men committed shameless acts with men and received in their own persons the due penalty for their 

error. 

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind and to things that should not 

be done. 29 They were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 

craftiness, they are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, rebellious toward 

parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 They know God’s decree, that those who practice such things deserve 

to die—yet they not only do them but even applaud others who practice them. 

One Interpretation Another Interpretation Still Another 
Interpretation 

A Fourth 
Interpretation 

Regardless of what they believe 
about homosexuality, scholars 
agree that Paul is making an 
argument to the people in Rome 
that everyone is in need of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. He 
begins in chapter 1 by pointing to 
the sins of those outside of the 
Jewish faith. Then in chapter 2, 
Paul points out that the Jews are 
just as unworthy of salvation and 
so they too need Jesus. Paul is 
not seeking to write about 
homosexuality, but rather our 
need for salvation. We must keep 
in mind that the illustration of 
homosexuality is secondary to his 
primary argument. 
 
Even if we say that homosexual 
behavior is sinful, we do not 
want to miss Paul’s primary 
point: “We all have fallen short 
of God’s glory. We are all in 
need of God’s Grace.” 

In Paul’s argument that everyone 
needs God’s grace, Paul spends a 
great deal of time describing the 
worship of idols and the sexual 
perversions involved. Some believe 
he was referring to the perversion 
he saw in the city of Corinth, from 
which Paul wrote this letter. In 
Corinth, male priests would engage 
in homosexual rituals. Then, they 
were castrated in a moment of 
sexual ecstasy.i In Paul’s words, 
“they received in their own persons 
the due penalty for their error.” 
(verse 27) Their male organs would 
be attached to clothing that 
women would wear as they acted 
like men. One could say that these 
women gave up the natural for the 
unnatural (verse 26). Some believe 
Paul’s condemnation was against 
the homosexual behavior he was 
aware of in his time, not the 
married same-sex couples in our 
time. 

Some believe that 
when Paul describes 
the images of 
reptiles, other 
animals, and 
humans that were 
worshiped instead 
of God, Paul is 
referencing the 
creation narrative in 
Genesis 1 and 2.ii In 
a sense, Paul is 
saying that people 
are subverting the 
created design of 
male and female 
united together and 
are instead doing 
something 
unnatural – against 
the way that God 
made the world, by 
engaging in 
homosexual sex. 

Some would say 
that the 
relationships in 
Romans 1:18-32 
look very similar to 
homosexual 
relationships today. 
Romans 1 is not a 
description of one 
person forcing their 
dominance upon a 
submissive partner. 
This is a description 
of people who are 
consumed with 
their own sinful 
passions. Verse 32 
says that they knew 
God’s decree and 
they know that sin 
leads to an eternal 
death, but they 
choose to commit 
this sin anyway.  

More Interpretations on Romans 1 on the next page…  
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Continuing from Romans 1 
A Fifth Interpretation A Sixth Interpretation  A Seventh Interpretation 

Romans 1 is interesting because it 
answers the question about why 
people exhibit this behavior. The 
perverse sexual behavior Paul 
describes is their punishment for 
worshipping false gods. 
 
Paul writes, “the wrath of God is… 
against all ungodliness and 
wickedness… they exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for 
images… For this reason God gave 
them up to degrading 
passions…because they worshipped 
the creature instead of the creator”.  
 
Some would say that this clarifies 
how we understand people who are 
gay. These people are not victims. 
They are idolatrous people who are 
punished by God with these 
homosexual desires. 
 
We all have sinful desires, which we 
are called to resist. Instead of 
resisting these desires, gay people 
today are embracing and wanting to 
celebrate their sin by marrying 
someone of the same sex.  In Paul’s 
words, “they not only do them, but 
even applaud others who practice 
them.” (Romans 1:32) 

Romans 1 is interesting because it 
answers the question about why 
people exhibit this behavior. The 
perverse sexual behavior Paul 
describes is their punishment for 
worshipping false gods. 
 
Paul writes, “the wrath of God is… 
against all ungodliness and 
wickedness… they exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for 
images… For this reason God gave 
them up to degrading 
passions…because they worshipped 
the creature instead of the creator”.  
 
Some would say that there are many 
people who experience homosexual 
desires who have grown up in the 
church. They desire to love God with 
all their heart soul, mind and 
strength, and love their neighbor as 
themselves. They study the Bible, 
pray every day, and worship God in 
Christian community. If they are 
living this way, it seems unreasonable 
to say that their same-sex attraction 
is God’s punishment for their 
idolatrous lives. Some would say that 
when Scripture appears to be 
describing people incorrectly, 
Scripture is not wrong, but our 
interpretation of Scripture might be. 
Perhaps this passage from Romans is 
condemning someone other than 
these committed Christians.  

In verse 23, Paul describes how 
people’s opposition to God leads them 
into idolatry. He uses specific images 
of animal and human carvings from 
the well-known but often ridiculed 
worship of the goddess Isis, in Rome. 
This cult had priestesses who did not 
marry and male priests who were 
required to abstain from sexual 
activity during the period of time 
around their ceremonies.  
 
The gossip in Rome criticized the 
women for giving up their natural 
desires for a man by remaining 
celibate.iii (Verse 26: “Their women 
exchanged natural intercourse for 
unnatural”.) The people of Rome also 
joked that the priests gave up their 
passions for the opposite sex and only 
engaged in sexual activity with each 
other. (Verse 27: “the men, giving up 
natural intercourse with women, were 
consumed with passion for one 
another”.)  
 
Some would say that Paul is not 
making an argument against people 
with same-sex attractions. He is using 
this example from the Roman culture 
to convince the Roman people that 
idolatry against God leads to shameful 
behavior, in this case, heterosexual 
priests who abstain from heterosexual 
sex and become so overcome with 
desire that they engage in homosexual 
sex. 
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What do we need to do? 
Pray, study the Scriptures, and listen to one another as you study.  

United Methodists around the world are setting alarm clocks to pray for the future of our denomination each day from 

2:23-2:26 (AM or PM) as we approach the Special General Conference that will take place from 2.23.2019 through 

2.26.2019. If that time doesn’t work for you, I invite you to find another time to pray for the United Methodist Church as 

a whole and for Grace UMC in particular.  

Continue reading these articles in the church newsletter to understand how Christians who love people and value 

God’s Word can come to different interpretations as they read the scripture passages that relate to same-sex marriage. 

If you miss one of these articles or would like to watch the sermon in which Pastor Chris shared about this struggle, 

please visit https://www.marcusgrace.com/umcdiscussion.  

I also invite you to join me in a 3 week discussion, starting in January. I am exploring options on Sunday afternoons, 

Tuesdays during the day, and Tuesday or Thursday evenings. Please share your input on the time that we choose by 

completing the survey at https://marcusgrace.breezechms.com/form/umcdiscussion or sending me an e-mail at 

pastorchris@marcusgrace.com.   

Final Thoughts 
Next week, we will study the next few passages of scripture that people turn to as they seek God’s will on this topic. 

Some will say that it is critical for each person to know where they stand.  

They will ask, “Where do you stand on this issue? Where do we stand as a church?” 

There may come a day that we need to make that decision as a church.  

Today however, the real question is not “where do you stand?”, but “with whom can you share the church?” 

Can you share this denomination with people who interpret these verses differently than you do? 

Can you share this congregation with people who interpret these verses differently than you do? 

How much difference of opinion will your conscience allow? 
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